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Abstract 
This paper explains Digital Literacy For The Better Generation 
Learning Assistance for the Quran and Literacy Empowerment 
in the Pati District towards Achieving Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDGs)". This paper is written to review the design of the 
application, which is designed to meet the community's needs 
for cross-type digital literacy based on the interpretation of 
Surah Al-’Alaq verses 1-5. This paper used data obtained from 
research and development (R&D). Data were collected using the 
principle of secondary data. The method used in the problem 
analysis was the qualitative descriptive method. This method was 
used to describe the design of the Digital Literacy For The 
Better Generation digital literacy media app. Based on the 
problem analysis, it can be concluded that the interpretation of 
Surah Al-’Alaq verses 1-5 is closely related to the command for 
humans to seek knowledge and be literate. Thus, the design of 
the Digital Literacy For The Better Generation application, 
which consists of various types of literacy, is expected to 
improve the quality of people's digital literacy, especially the 
Quranic generation, to step into a future based on renewable 
technology. 

 
INTRODUCTION 

Indonesia stands as the nation boasting the world's most significant Muslim 
populace, followed by Pakistan and India and as per data compiled in June 2021 by 
the Directorate General of Population and Civil Registration (Dukcapil), the Islamic 
adherents in Indonesia constituted 86.88% (Armansyah & Aziz, 2023; Jenkins, 2015; 
Mukhlas, 2024; Permatasari & Adinugraha, 2023). A study led by Komjen Pol 
Syafruddin, Chair of the Indonesian Foundation in 2021, reveals that 86.88% of the 
Muslim populace possesses proficiency in reading the Alquran. In contrast, a mere 
35% demonstrate such competence. Consequently, approximately 65% of the 
Muslim population exhibits rudimentary literacy skills about the Quran (Ayyad, 2022; 
Jaya & Putro, 2023). This state of limited literacy is ascribed, in part, to a delayed 
realization of the pivotal significance of acquiring precise and thorough proficiency in 
Alquran recitation during the formative stages of development.  
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Such delay stems from constrained temporal availability and an esteemed 
psychological demeanor that hinders initiation of Quranic studies de novo. This 
challenge is compounded by the dearth of platforms capable of nurturing the 
collective enthusiasm among these individuals (Bernstein et al., 2023). 

Literature studies conducted by the authors encompass research conducted 
by domain experts to ascertain Indonesia's present literacy landscape. Among these 
studies, an investigation undertaken by the Program for International Student 
Assessment (PISA), an international appraisal agency, holds prominence (Klieme, 
2020). Outcomes from the PISA 2018 study, subsequently disseminated by the 
Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD), rank Indonesia 
71 out of 77 nations surveyed in 2018 (Courtney et al., 2023). Additionally, Indonesia 
is categorized within the cohort exhibiting scores below 450.0, with a recorded score 
of 382.0. Interestingly, this statistical insight contradicts the marginal illiteracy rate of 
approximately 1.93% reported among the Indonesian populace (Ansari, 2020). 

In acknowledgment of this somber reality, the Indonesian government has 
embarked on initiatives encompassing regulatory frameworks aimed at nurturing a 
culture of reading among all strata of society (Fahmi et al., 2017; Raihani, 2018; Vally, 
2015). Noteworthy among these initiatives is the implementation of a digital literacy 
program, synergistically aligned with the prevailing technological currents within the 
era of globalization (Ben Ghrbeia & Alzubi, 2024; Yetti, 2024). The expanding 
populace, distributed geographically, accentuates the need to conduct research in 
strategic locations, such as the Pati District within the Pati Regency. Examination of 
the region, facilitated through the author's observations and interviews with Ustad 
Ahmad (TPQ Al-Islam) in the Pati District, underscores a predominant Muslim 
presence (Silva et al., 2020). However, a significant segment demonstrates inadequate 
proficiency in Quranic reading, with some individuals exhibiting an inability to do so 
entirely (Bouchara, 2015) . The foundation for the author's assertions is rooted in the 
divine verses 1-5 of Surah Al-Alaq. 
Meaning: “(1)Read you by mentioning the name of your Lord who created you. (2)Namely Has 

created humans from alaq (clot of blood / substance). (3)Recite you in the name of your 
Lord, Most Gracious. (4)He is your God Who has taught with Qolam/Ink. (5)He is 
your God who has also taught humans what they did not know before (Al-Alaq:1-5). 

The essence of Surah Al-Alaq verses 1-5 underscores the critical need for 
literacy, especially in Pati District, in this age of globalization. This urgency is 
particularly pronounced for the younger generation, Generation Z, as they must 
equip themselves with digital literacy skills for personal growth (Martzoukou et al., 
2022)(Radovanović et al., 2020). Considering this backdrop, the implementation of 
digital literacy in the Pati District becomes not just necessary but also time-sensitive. 
It's especially important for Generation Z, enabling them to navigate the 
complexities of the modern world with a sharp, imaginative, and innovative mindset. 

In response to this situation, the author proposes a practical and innovative 
solution: "Digital Literacy For The Better Generation: Quran Assistance and 
Strengthening Literacy in Pati District in Realizing SDGs." This concept aims to 
blend digital skills, proficiency in Al-Qur'an, and literacy enhancement to cater to the 
unique needs of Pati District's residents, aligning with the overarching goals of 
sustainable development. 
 
METHOD 

This application was developed through the research and development (R&D) 
method (Brem & Wolfram, 2014; Safitri et al., 2020; Engkizar et al., 2022). Research 
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development can be interpreted based on two objectives: the development of 
product prototypes, and the formulation of methodological suggestions for the 
design and evaluation of product prototypes that have been developed (Camburn et 
al., 2015; Menold et al., 2017). Research and development are generally defined as 
research containing stages to produce or improve new products. The product in 
question does not have to be in physical form (hardware) such as books, teaching 
aids, learning modules, etc (Ahmad et al., 2013; Chao et al., 2015; Richey & Klein, 
2014; Anwar et al., 2022; Asmaldi et al., 2022; Khoiriyati et al., 2021; Rahayu et al., 
2022). However, it also includes software products like applications, data processing 
programs, and others. Four steps are commonly carried out in development research, 
namely (Chen & Zhang, 2014; Liu et al., 2021): 1) preliminary investigation, 2) 
theoretical embedding, 3) empirical testing, 4) documentation, analysis, and reflection 
on process and outcome (Carcary, 2020). This research aims to develop the Digital 
Literacy for the Better Generation application. This application was developed to 
build a digitally literate generation so that today's technology can be used properly 
and wisely (Rahmah, 2015). 

Data were collected using the principle of secondary data. The method used in 
the problem analysis was the qualitative descriptive method (Colorafi & Evans, 2016; 
Ruggiano & Perry, 2019). Qualitative descriptive method are using to collect the data 
that consists of documents, audio cassettes or video cassettes, or the transcript of 
these tapes. This method was used to analyze data about digital literacy and it’s 
correlation with surah Al-‘Alaq verses 1-5 also describe design and the advantage of 
using Digital Literacy For the Better Generation app. 
 
RESULT AND DISCUSSION 

 
Fig 1. The initial appearance and the Digital Literacy For The Better 

Generation Logo 
Digital literacy for the better generation entails literacy development directly or 

through applications integrated with books, journals, comics, and Alquran mentoring 
programs. This holistic approach is meticulously designed to fulfill the exacting 
literacy requirements within the community. This application is optimized for 
smartphone usage, offering users the convenience of access anytime and anywhere 
(Dinh et al., 2013; Louw & Nieuwenhuizen, 2020). Consequently, the application's 
features impeccably align with the targeted user demographic. The salient attributes 
encompassed within the application encompass:  

(1) Homepage Feature, this constituent embodies the central hub of the Digital 
literacy for the better generation application. Upon accessing the homepage, users 
can seamlessly navigate through the array of facilities furnished by the application 
(Kapoor & Vij, 2018). Noteworthy are: a) BIN-Book, an extensive repository of 
literary works, meticulously categorized into diverse genres. The spectrum includes 
educational literature, narratives, novels, comics, biographies, and even audio books, 
b) BIN-Journal, a curated compilation of journal links, adeptly serving as an invaluable 
resource, particularly within the academic sphere, c) BIN-Dictionary, this feature 
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showcases an online dictionary, presently catering to a multitude of languages with 
plans for further expansion, encompassing languages such as Javanese, English, and 
Arabic, d) BIN-News, a repository of news articles spanning the domains of education 
and religion, rendering users privy to the latest developments. Rigorous scrutiny, 
including a filtering mechanism, is exercised to ensure the exclusion of undesirable 
content such as explicit material, misinformation, and detrimental content (Marsoof 
et al., 2023), e) BIN-Quote, a reservoir of inspirational quotes attributed to both 
Islamic luminaries and prominent figures within the realm of education. Users can 
seamlessly explore and discover quotes aligned with their aspirations, f) Al-Quran, 
this feature facilitates uncomplicated access to the revered Quran, liberating users 
from the constraints of temporal and spatial boundaries. It especially caters to 
individuals traversing long distances or those incapable of carrying a physical copy of 
the Quran, g) BIN-Note, a versatile feature catering to users seeking to chronicle their 
various activities, encompassing shopping lists, task deadlines, meeting schedules, 
and more, h) BIN-Quiz, a dynamic educational feature encompassing an assortment 
of knowledge quizzes. Users can opt for their preferred subject or topic before 
embarking on an enriching learning experience (Boulton-Lewis & Tam, 2018). 

(2) Search Feature: this functionality serves the purpose of assisting users in 
locating desired books, journals, news articles, or quotations (Beel et al., 2016). Users 
can effortlessly input a few keywords into the search box, prompting the display of 
pertinent content aligned with the entered keywords (Jiang et al., 2022). (3) Submit 
Feature, an essential attribute enabling users to submit noteworthy creations, 
encompassing books, comics, news articles, or quotations (Ryan et al., 2023). The 
development team will curate the uploaded content, meticulously selecting pieces 
deemed suitable for publication within the Digital Literacy For The Better 
Generation application. Upon successful selection process, the submitted work gains 
the potential for dissemination to the application's user base (Oliveira et al., 2017; 
Schaffer et al., 2013). (4) Notification Feature, an indispensable facet designed to 
facilitate timely communication of notifications, reminders, and other pertinent 
information from the application to the user. This functionality is pivotal in 
enhancing user engagement and ensuring that critical updates are effectively 
conveyed. (5) Profile Feature: this pivotal component encapsulates user-specific 
information, including but not limited to the individual's full name, user name, 
personal email, contact number, password, and personal data. Users retain the 
prerogative to modify their chosen username, contingent upon the availability of 
name options (Santoso et al., 2021; Suryawinata, 2019). (6) Chat Feature, an interactive 
attribute furnishes users with the means to communicate with fellow users of the 
Digital Literacy For The Better Generation application. This feature fosters a 
collaborative environment, enabling the exchange of ideas, insights, and information 
among the application's user community (Alahuhta et al., 2014). The comprehensive 
design of the Digital Literacy For The Better Generation feature application is 
expounded in its entirety within the accompanying attachment. 
Strategy and Implementation Targets of Digital Literacy For The Better 
Generation 

Digital Literacy For The Better Generation mplementation encompasses all 
segments of society, with a pronounced emphasis on Generation Z within Pati 
District, Pati Regency. The strategic framework underpinning Digital Literacy For 
The Better Generation deployment is systematically delineated through a sequence of 
technical operational phases, each contributing to the practical program realization. 
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Fig 2. Program Implementation Technical Stages Concept 

Starting with the Base Class, this initial phase is designed for new participants 
to Hijaiyyah. They learn Quranic basics through Iqra' 1. Moving on, the Intermediate 
Class is for those who can recite surahs but need improvement in tajwid 
(pronunciation rules). This stage builds on Iqra' 3 (Tanjung et al., 2022). The program 
also includes Advanced and Tahfidz/Tahsin classes. These levels cater to participants 
who can read the Quran correctly, focusing on perfecting recitation and memorizing 
parts of the Quran, beginning with Juz' Amma (Azizah & Azani, 2023). Additionally, 
I've established the Digital Literacy For The Better Generation Academy, an offline 
literacy center located at the Al-Amin Saliyan Mosque. It's accessible to Pati District 
residents and can be reached through Instagram (@DALIBIN_akademi). 

 
Fig 3. Digital Literacy For The Better Generation Penthahelix concept 

In addition, Digital Literacy For The Better Generation follows the 
Penthahelix concept, involving various stakeholders. (1) Academics contribute 
through research and Islamic studies to develop learning materials for Digital 
Literacy For The Better Generation. (2) The community, especially Generation Z, is 
vital in strengthening literacy and the Digital Literacy For The Better Generation 
Platform (Szymkowiak et al., 2021). (3) The local government, including the Pati 
Department of Education and the Ministry of Religion, provides guidance, oversight, 
funding, and policies to support literacy and Islamic education via Digital Literacy 
For The Better Generation. (4&5) Media and Business partners help promote the 
Literacy Strengthening and Al-Quran Learning program by Digital Literacy For The 
Better Generation (Idris et al., 2022). 
 
CONCLUSSION 

Digital Literacy For The Better Generation is a digital platform designed to 
boost literacy in reading the Quran while integrating various literacy aspects through 
books, journals, and comics. This initiative is dedicated to enhancing literacy among 
the people of Pati. Moreover, there exists the Digital Literacy For The Better 
Generation Academy or Literacy Class (accessible via Instagram 
@DALIBIN_akademi), which offers direct coaching intertwined with the Quran 
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Assistance and Literacy Strengthening Program. This comprehensive program has 
been meticulously crafted to address the unique literacy needs of the Pati community. 
The author is genuinely confident and optimistic about the potential impact of this 
initiative. The optimism stems from the collaborative synergy among various 
stakeholders. The expectation is that this cooperative effort will contribute 
significantly to the local community and the broader national and religious contexts. 
Ultimately, this endeavor aligns with the larger goal of enhancing literacy and 
ensuring quality education, which aligns with the Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDGs), mainly focusing on quality education. 
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